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5th February 2010
Dear sir,
I would refer to the correspondence on the examination of Tony Blair by the Chilcott enquiry.

The enquiry has been criticised for being weak. Is this surprising when the chairman is not a high court judge? A high court judge would know how to closely question a witness in a way which is fair, thorough and polite. Unlike the Chilcott Enquiry, a judge would be qualified to deal with legal issues concerning the breach or otherwise of International law. With a judge as chairman, the Enquiry’s conduct and findings would be far more likely to get public respect and acceptance. So why wasn’t a chairman appointed from the bench? 

As it happens, there is little evidence of any substance in the reports I have seen to suggest that Blair led us into the war without an honest and reasonable belief that the war was legal and that Iraq had WMD. He did accept responsibility for serious mistakes which were made in plans for security after the war. 
Much has been said about the shortage of equipment, but isn’t the ability to improvise one of the great strengths of our armed services? Perfection is something that is rarely (if ever) achieved on a battlefield. Every soldier’s death is a tragedy, but by comparison with the 60,000 who died before breakfast on the Somme or the 10,000 British casualties in the two weeks of Alamein, the 179 British casualties in Iraq are mercifully very light.
Our brave young men and women are now committed to a war in Afghanistan against a ruthless enemy who value life less than we do, and have no hesitation in bullying and terrorising their own people. Our soldiers need to feel they have our support for the risks they have to undertake every day.  So, is it really any help for them to know that the purpose of their being in Afghanistan is being questioned at home and that people here are openly saying that the war they are fighting is unwinnable and their sacrifices, futile?

Wouldn’t it be better for them to feel honoured for the efforts they have already made to bring freedom and democracy to Iraq and their fight to give the same benefits to Afghanistan? 
Yours faithfully
PAUL ANDREWS

